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programming toolsPauline Robson left the musical stage for nearly two years - until she reappeared as Katherine in Alan Bennett's
The Ladykillers 'I don’t think it worked very well,' she recalls. 'It was the first part of my career that wasn’t a hit.' Robson was born

in Derby, the eldest of three daughters of a cinematograph operator and civil servant. Even then, she had a terrific memory for
dramatic moments, and there was drama aplenty in her life. 'My mother was a very strict disciplinarian. I grew up with a constant

fear of misbehaviour. After a lot of threatening and hitting, she stopped hitting and started talking. As a result of a lot of discipline,
she was a very powerful influence. 'As a small girl, I didn’t want to show her anything she couldn’t share with the other children. I

shut her out at the age of four. 'My father had an affair with a schoolmistress. It was a very serious thing. The mother found out and
he was sent to prison. 'I was very resentful. His affair gave my mother a lot of power – almost as much as mine. Her lack of

discipline and her loose way of bringing me up made my school life extremely difficult. Pauline was born in Derby, the eldest of
three daughters of a cinematograph operator and civil servant. Even then, she had a terrific memory for dramatic moments, and
there was drama aplenty in her life 'In my small days, when they took me to the dentist, I would quietly say, "What dentist?" My

mother said, "The dentist where Mummy works." I wouldn’t look at him. I had no interest in dentistry. 'My father’s prison visit really
damaged me. My mother took me to the dentist and he said, "Look, I’m going to do a bit of work on your teeth and I think it’s going
to cost you 40 guineas." I had no idea what a guinea was. My mother cried and said she could pay. I looked at the dentist and said,

"Well, why don’t we pay the
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